
A guide to 
Rochester and Strood,

Medway



Welcome to Rochester and Strood, set within the urban
area of Medway, in Kent. 
We are sure you will agree this is a great area that provides excellent filming locations. It is also rich in heritage,
has a vibrant cultural offer and is full of many great, iconic settings from castles to cathedrals, open parks with
great views and even sweeping riverside destinations.

In fact, we have prepared this short booklet to help you should you be seeking interesting areas to film, anecdotal details on
the area and facts and figures about Rochester and Strood – and wider Medway. 

We have also printed a helpful guide for you listing an array of good places to eat, drink and even stay in Medway – if you
choose to stay overnight.

The council has also produced a video showcasing these destinations and you can see this online at
http://youtu.be/gJlaQFS_rvo, or by using this QR code.

If you need any help over the coming weeks on issues that are not political, please contact Medway 
Council’s press office on 01634 332736.

1. Sites of Interest

n Rochester Castle 
Guarding an important crossing of the River Medway, this imposing fortress has
a complex history. Its Norman tower-keep of Kentish ragstone was built about 1127 by
William of Corbeil, Archbishop of Canterbury, with the encouragement of Henry I.
Consisting of three floors above a basement, it still stands at 113 feet high. In 1215,
garrisoned by rebel barons, the castle endured an epic siege by King John. Having first
undermined the outer wall, John used the fat of 40 pigs to fire a mine under the keep,
bringing its southern corner crashing down. Even then the defenders held on, until they
were eventually starved out after resisting for two months. Rebuilt under Henry III and
Edward I, the castle remained as a viable fortress until the sixteenth century. The castle –
one of the most iconic buildings in Medway – is now a visitor attraction, local open space
and the scene for many festivals as well as the local area’s Castle Concerts.

n Rochester High Street 
This well-preserved, historic high street is full of character, and many of its
buildings feature in the novels of Charles Dickens.With its wide pavements and
ornate lampposts, the street is unique for the absence of the usual retail chainstore
names you get in most other shopping thoroughfares. And Rochester High Street more
than makes up for this lack of big name retailers with its large number of traditional
shops, many of which are family-owned, offering personalised customer service. It’s an
ideal setting for vox pops and pieces to camera.

n Strood waterfront 
This is a large open area perfect for parking sat trucks should you be seeking to
do a piece to camera with the stunning Rochester skyline in the background, taking in
Rochester Castle and the Cathedral as well as Rochester’s marina and the River Medway. 



n Rochester Cathedral 
This iconic Norman church is the second oldest in England after Canterbury
Cathedral. The cathedral has been a place of worship since 604AD. The cathedral will
house the Textus Roffensis from Spring 2015. This Anglo Saxon manuscript was the
forerunner of the world famous Magna Carta. The Textus Roffensis, dated 1123 AD, was
named best hidden treasure by the British Library in 2007. It was written by a monk in St
Andrew's Priory at the cathedral, and contains legal and monastery records. The first part of
the book contains a collection of Anglo-Saxon legislation, which influenced the barons who
wrote the Magna Carta. The second part contains Rochester Cathedral's oldest registers. 
A copy of the Magna Carta will be temporarily exhibited at the cathedral in October 2015.

n Eastgate House 
This historic house made famous by Charles Dickens is one of the most eye-
catching buildings on Rochester High Street. The Elizabethan property – built in the
1590s for Sir Peter Buck, Mayor of Medway and Clerk of the Cheque at Chatham
Dockyard – was featured in The Pickwick Papers and The Mystery of Edwin Drood. It was
referred to as Westgate in Pickwick Papers and the Nun's House in Edwin Drood. The
house – which is owned by Medway Council – was recently awarded a £1m grant from
the Heritage Lottery Fund. This is being used to restore it and to turn it into a major
visitor centre.

n Rochester Riverside
This is part of Medway’s ongoing regeneration programme. The site comprises 
74 acres of brownfield development land. The area will become a new neighbourhood
and will provide new homes and jobs for Medway. This will include approximately 1,500
high quality residential units, open spaces, leisure facilities, shops and restaurants over
the next 15 years. There is also due to be a new £26million railway station opening in
December 2015. Rochester Riverside is currently a flattened open area providing great
views of the river.

n Sun Pier House 
The area is an arts venue set in a former bank and is the focus of a bid to
regenerate the high street between Chatham and Rochester. It has a tea room,
with great views,  a gallery, artist studios and hire spaces. There is also a vibrant artist
community involved with Sun Pier House, many of whom have studios set in the building.
While in Chatham, this is in River Ward and therefore part of the Rochester and Strood
constituency. 

n Sun Pier
This Victorian pier is used for the area’s summer tourist river launches and
provides a great location if you are seeking a river backdrop. It is also next to the
BBC’s Sun Pier studios. 

n The Historic Dockyard, Chatham 
This is the world’s most complete example of a dockyard from the age of sail.
Over the centuries hundreds of ships were built there including Admiral Nelson’s famous
HMS Victory.  It covers 80 acres and was one of the Royal Navy’s three main dockyards
until 1984. The site is now a maritime museum and it has three historic warships there,
HMS Gannet, HMS Cavalier and HMS Ocelot. 



n Dockside Marina, Chatham 
This is situated in River Ward and shows how the local area has, and continues
to move on since the devastating closure of the dockyard in 1984. It provides a
great backdrop complete with a marina, as well as numerous restaurants and bars.

n Universities at Medway Campuses
Three universities are situated at the Universities at Medway Campuses,
including University of Kent, University of Greenwich and Canterbury Christ
Church University. Many former dockyard buildings on this site have been used to
house these campuses. Medway in total has around 15,000 students. 

n Upnor Castle
Situated on the banks of the River Medway, this attractive turreted castle is set
in a picturesque village area backed by rolling, wooded hills. Upnor Castle was
originally built on the orders of Queen Elizabeth I in 1559 as a gun fort to defend her
warships at anchor in the reaches of the Medway and Chatham Dockyard. Although the
castle was an important link in the defence line, it was not well maintained and proved
ineffective when the Dutch, under the command of Admiral de Ruyter, sailed up the
Medway in June 1667 to attack the dockyard. The enemy fleet met very little resistance
and when it left two days later, it had destroyed or captured a large number of the Royal
Navy ships anchored at Chatham.

n Broomhill Park 
This lies at the top of the highest hill in Strood. Between the trees are spectacular
views over Rochester, Strood and the River Medway. 

n The Guildhall Museum in Rochester 
The museum was founded in 1897 in honour of Queen Victoria’s diamond
Jubilee, there is no admission fee and its collections follow a timeline through
Medway’s history. These include a full-size reconstruction of part of a Medway prison
hulk, a 200,000 year old axe visitors can touch, a model of Rochester Castle under siege
and the Dickens discovery room.

n The Corn Exchange in Rochester
This is an exquisite venue in the heart of historic Rochester, it dates back to 1698.
It has high ceilings, huge chandeliers and beautiful architectural features. 



2. Medway facts and figures
• Medway is a thriving 21st century home for a growing population of around 270,000 people, the largest urban
conurbation in the south east outside London.

• Tourism is a key sector of the Medway economy, with visitor spends increasing by 13% over the last five years. Tourism in
Medway is currently worth £297million per annum to the local economy.

• There are an estimated four million day trips made to Medway each year and visitors to Medway come mainly from
London and the south-east. Twenty per cent are from overseas, mostly from Western Europe and the USA.

• There are more than 30 days of free festivals and events each year including the Sweeps Festival which attracts more
than 100 Morris sides and 30,000 visitors each day.  The Dickens Festival in the first week of June attracts more than 
60,000 people. And around 100,000 flock to the winter version, held over the first weekend of December, known as
Dickensian Christmas.

• Medway’s green spaces are enjoyed by more than 1.5 million visitors annually. Seven of its parks enjoy green flag
status Riverside Country Park, Capstone Farm Country Park, Broomhill Park, Great Lines Heritage Park, Gillingham Park, Hilly
Fields Community Park, The Vines.

• Medway Park – where the count will be held – is a regional sports centre which has played host to major
sporting events such as the Modern Pentathlon World cup 2012, European championships 2011, the British Transplant
Games 2012 and the Wheelchair Rugby League World cup 2013.

• Medway has around 13,000 businesses and 117,000 residential addresses.

• The Rochester and Strood constituency covers the local wards of Cuxton and Halling, Peninsula, River, Rochester east,
Rochester South and Horsted, Rochester West, Strood North, Strood Rural and Strood South.



3. Medway’s future 

• Medway has a great future, with the economy having a targeted growth rate of twice the national average and
is expected to create 40,000 jobs by 2026. Medway’s economy is built upon a strong industrial heritage, with Chatham
Dockyard’s ship building, Short Brothers’ aeroplanes and Aveling and Porter steam rollers.

• Health is Medway’s largest employment sector, accounting for 15% of all jobs, followed by retail with 12% of jobs
(both of which are proportionately larger in Medway than nationally) and education with 11%.

• In 1995, Medway had no University students and young people wanting to study had to go elsewhere. In 2002, the Queen
inaugurated the new Universities at Medway campus at Chatham maritime. Since then, Medway now has a student
population of 12,000 and growing, offering a wide rang of courses. The area currently has around 2,600 apprentices
and more than 200 different types of apprenticeships in place.

• New employment land is currently being commissioned at Kingsnorth Commercial Park. The 280 hectare Isle of Grain
site will provide 6,000 jobs. Lodge Hill in Medway will be the only new freestanding residential and commercial development
in the UK, with new high value commercial employment space developed on former Ministry of Defence land.

• Medway’s areas have a growing commuter population particularly as the high speed line now places St Pancras at around
30 minutes away.

• Medway has a growing cultural and artistic population, drawn by the riverside location and cheap rents and house
prices compared to other similar places so close to London.



4. Places to eat, stay or drink 
There are currently 10 hotels in Medway with a total of 800 rooms concentrated around Rochester, Chatham and Gillingham.
These include Holiday Inn, Q Hotels, Ramada Encore, Premier Inn and Travelodge. 

For places to eat and drink, restaurants in Medway include a European restaurant in Rochester, Topes. On the same high street
you will also find Pizza Express.

Also in the area are a number of cafes, which include The Rochester Coffee Co., Rochester Cathedral Tea Rooms & Garden
and Tony Lorenzo.

There are also numerous pubs in Rochester High Street. Elsewhere Café Moroc – between Rochester and Chatham - does
excellent and very cheap lunchtime meze dishes and the Nucleus Arts Gallery and Sun Pier Café, both in Chatham, offer
relaxing places to eat, work and file copy. 


